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FOREWORD
Gongratulations! You now own the fastest SLR camera on the
market today. With a maximum shutter speed of 1/4000 sec.,
you can halt the most fleeting action literally in its tracks.
Complemented by a flash synchronization speed of 1/250 sec.,
the fastest in 35mm SLR photography, the FE2 makes it easy
to fill in the shadows in strong daylight. These speeds are
made possible by Nikon's advanced camera technology,
employing l ightweight honeycomb-etched, vert ical-travel ing,
t i tanium shutter curtains.
In addition to aperture-priority automatic exposure from
1/4000 sec. to 8 sec., the FE2 offers full manual exposure
control with accuracy ensured by digital quartz timing. The
camera also has a battery power-saving feature: a light touch
of the lockable shutter release button activates the meter,
which then automatically switches off 16 seconds later.
Other exciting features include three bright interchangeable
focusing screens, automatic TTL flash photography with a
Nikon dedicated f lash unit,  plus rapid f i lm advance up to 3.2
frames per second with a motor drive.
lic obtain the best results, keep this instruction manual handy
until you've become thoroughly familiar with the FE2's oper-
ation. A few minutes wisely invested now will pay off later in
many years of rewarding photographic experiences.
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Turn  the  camera  ups ide  down and
use  a  co in  to  unsc rew the  ba t te ry  c l i p  l i d
os  in  a  coun te rc lockw ise  d i rec t ton

\i]

f

Wipe bat tery  termina ls  c lean and
inser t  the bat tery  in to  the bat tery  c l ip  in
accordance wi th  the marks prov ided in
t h e  c . l i p ,  r i l ; i ( l f r ( , 1  : l L t i i -  l l l e  -  ' , ( l i ' '  : ,  , ; i

Usable bat ter ies  are
1)  one 3V l i th ium bat tery ;  2)  two 1 55V
si lver  ox ide bat ter ies  (3  1V) ,  or  3)  two
1 5V a lka l ine-manganese bat ter ies  (gV)

Cautran: Keep batteries away f rom rntants and

small  chi ldren In case a battery rs accrdental ly
swallowed, cal l  a doctor rmmediately as the

material inside the battenes can cause ser/ous
problems

Sl ip  the  ba t te ry  c l i p  back  in to  the  camera
body  basep la te  and  sc rew the  l rd  c lock -
w ise  t i gh t l y  i n to  p lace

Note. 'For more informat ion on bat terres,  refer
to page 59

Note :Thesmal l  numbers in thecr rc les indent i f y  par ts  o f  the  camera  as  / l s ted  in  the  NOMEN

CLATURE secl ion
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Place  the  lens  on  the  camera ,  l i n ing
up  the  aper tu re /d rs tance  index  on  the
lens  sq  w i th  the  lens  moun t ing  index  on
the camera body zs Then twist  the lens
moun t ing  r i ng  coun te rc lockw ise  un t i l  t he
lens  c l i cks  i n to  o lace  Con f i rm tha t  the
aper tu re /d i s tance  index  i s  r i gh t  on  top

To remove: While pushing the lens re
lease buttof l  2a , {g;p the lens mounting
r ing i r  c lockwise unt i l  the lens comes of f

Whi le  push ing  the  camera  back  lock
leve r  43  coun te rc lockw ise  w i th  your  f  i nge r ,
pu l l  up  the  f i lm  rew ind  knob  z r  Then  l i f l
up  fu r the r  un t i l  t he  camera  back  pops
open

Notes;
1) When changtng lenses wrth fr lm loaded rn the camera, be careful nol to expose the mrrror box

lo direct sunlrght
2) Thrs camera rs clesrgned exclustvely for use with At /enses Non.At tenses cannol l le used

wilh a lew exceptrons. p/ease reter to page 19 f or more cletarls



Pos i t i on  the  f i lm  ca r t r rdge  in  the
f i lm  ca r t r i dge  chamber  u  w t th  the  f i lm
leader  po in t i ng  towards  the  takeup  spoo l ,
and push the rewind knob back down to
secure  the  ca r t r rdge  in  p lace

Notes:
1) You can use any 35mm film cartndge avail '

able on the market
D Avord loading film in direct sunlight lf there

ls no snade avarlable, turn your back to the
sun and use your own shadow to shield the
camera

Pul l  the leader  across the camera and in
ser t  i t  in to  any one of  the s lo ts  in  the
takeup spool

Turn the takeup spool sl ightly with your
f inger ,  so that  the f i rs t  or  second per fo-
rat ion at the bottom edge of the f i lm is
engaged with the small  tooth at the bot-
tom oJ the slot in the takeuo soool and the
too and bottom oerforat ions mesh se-
cure lv  wi th  the f  i lm sorockets



Pu l l  ou t  and  w ind  the  f i lm  advance  leve r .
mak ing  su re  the  pe r fo ra t i ons  on  bo th  f i lm
edges  a re  secure ly  engaged  w i th  the
sprocke t  tee th  and  the  f i lm  i s  advanced
proper l y  A lso  con f i rm  tha t  the  f i lm  i s
loca ted  p roper l y  be tween  bo th  f i lm  gu ide
r a i l s  r z  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  f  i l m  s l a c k



Snap  the  camera  back  shu t

Fo ld  ou t  the  f  t lm  rew ind  c rank  +z

and  ro ta te  i t  gen t l y  i n  the  d i rec t i on  o f  the
ar row on  the  f i lm  rew ind  knob  un t i l  you
fee l  a  s l i gh t  res i s tance  Then  fo ld  the
c rank  back  rn

L r f t  up  the  ASA/ lSO f i lm  speed  r i ng  and
ro ta te  i t  i n  e i the r  d i rec t i on  un t i l  t he  index
dot +r  is  opposi te the f i lm speed in use
Make  su re  the  exposure  compensa t ion
d ia l  ro  i s  se t  a t  O  These  ac t ions  a re  es -
sen t ia l  t o  ac t i va te  the  camera  s  exposure
mete r  fo r  co r rec t  exposure  o f  the  f i lm
In  use

Notes;
1) The film speed ls printed on the film carton

and the cartridge itselt
2 lf the exposure compensatron dral rs not at

O rrrfPr to nqop 36 for delails, v  Y v y v  
v v  r v
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The  f  i lm  advance  leve r  doub les  as  a  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  lock .
to  un lock  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  z  ,  pu l l  ou t  the  f i tm  advance
lever to the standoff  posi t ion as shown in the photo To dispose
o f  the  f  i r s t  f ew  f  rames  exposed  du r ing  f  i lm  load ing ,  con t inue  to
a l te rna te l y  advance  the  f i lm  and  depress  the  shu t te r  re lease
bu t ton  un t i l  t he  f rame coun te r  reaches  f rame " l  "  Check  tha t
the  rewrnd  knob  i s  ro ta t i ng ,  i nd rca t ing  the  f i lm  has  been  loaded
cor rec t l y  and  i s  be ing  advanced  l f  t he  knob  does  no t  ro ta te .
re load  the  f  i lm

Notes:
1) Set the shutter speed/mode selector dral rs to A or a fast shutter speed

while makrng blank exposures
2 Up to f rame '1 ," the meter needle rn the viewf rnder does not move and

this tndicates that the meter ts not functronrno, therefore do not take
ltrctures prror to the f trst f rame

The  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  ac t i va tes  the
exposure  mete r  when  l i gh t l y  p ressed
The meter stays on for  approx 16 sec
a f te r  you  have  taken  your  f i nge r  o f f  t he
button

1 1



W h i l e  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i e w f i n d e r  t z  a f t e r  s w i t c h l n g

t h e  e x p o s u r e  m e t e r  o n ,  i f  t h e  b l a c k  m e t e r  n e e d l e  s w i n g s  i n t o  t h e

s h u t t e r  s p e e d  s c a l e  r a n g e ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e x p o s u r e

m e t e r  i s  w o r k i n g  p r o p e r l y

Notes.'
1) When the shutter speed dial is set at B (BulD or M250 0 tZS) sec ),  tne

black meter needle doesn'1 move, therefore You cannot check the

battertes Be sure to set the dral to another posit lon l f  the black meter
needle st i l l  doesn l  move. etther the batlery is improperly inslal led
(in whtch case vou should instal l  i t  properl l  or battery power rs not

suff icient ( in whrch case you should cnange the battery)

D You cannot check the batterv Dower unti l  the f rame counter reaches
" 1

Rotate the shutter speed dial unti l  the "A" is opposite the shutter
speed/mode index 5/  The bu i l t - in  lock ing mechanism ensures
that  the d ia l  cannot  be acc identa l ly  sh i f ted f  rom the "A"  (auto
pos i t ion )  du r ing shoot ing.

Note: The Nikon FE2 camera has one more shootrng mode besides
aperture-priority auto exposure: manual operation For details about
shooting in this mode, refer to pages 25-26

12
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fu,
Turn  the  lens  aper tu re  r i ng  ' r+  

un t i l  t he  des i red  f  -number
i s  oppos i te  the  aper tu re /d i s tance  index  on  the  lens  The  se lec ted
f  -numbre r  appears  i n  the  v rewf inder  th rough  the  ADR (aper tu re
d r rec t  readou t )  w indow fo r  conven ien t  re fe rence  In te rmed ia te
se t t rngs  on  the  lens  aper tu re  r i ng  can  be  used
Use  the  fo l l ow ing  sugges t rons  as  a  gu rde  in  se t t i ng  the  f / s top  on
the  lens  (when  a  50mm f /1  4  i s  used  w i th  ASA/ ISO IOO f i tm
speed )

Ou tdoors  ( c loudy ) :  I l 2  B , - f  l 5  6
O u t d o o r s  ( c l e a r ) :  f  / 5  6 - f  / 1 1
Outdoors  ( c lea r  a t  t he  beach  o r  rn  the  moun ta ins ) :  f  / i  l  - f  / 16

Note: The depth of f reld as well as the shutter speed can be controlled by
your selection of the shootrng aperture For more rnformatron, refer to
oaoes 38-39

Many blurred shots are caused by unsteady hold ing of
the  camera  Bas ic  ho ld ing  pos tu re :  Use  your  l e f t  ha r rd  to  c rad le
the  camera ,  w i th  your  f i nge rs  wrapped  a round  the  lens  and
elbow propped against  your body for  support ,  as you look
th rough  the  v iewf inder  Use  you  r i gh t  hand 's  rndex  f rnger  to
depress  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  and  your  thumb to  w ind  the
f i lm advance lever Wrap the other f ingers of  your r ight  hand
around the camera body You can adapt th is basrc posture to
both hor izontal  and vert ical - format shoot ing To hold the camera
steady,  i t  is  advisable to lean on or  against  something strong
and  s tab le  (eg ,  a  wa l l )  A l so ,  you  can  look  th rough  the  v iew-
f  inder wi th the r ight  or  lef t  eye,  wi th the other eye open or c losed

I J
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The FE2 is provided with the fype K2 focustng screen
as s tandard for  a l l -purpose photography Whi le  look ing through
the v iewf  inder ,  compose your  photo wi th  the main sub lect  tn  the
center  to  assure cor rect  exposure Then turn the focus ing r ing
of  the lens r?  unt i l  the sub lect  looks c lear  For  prec ise p inpoin t
focusrng on subjects  wi th  d is t inc t  contours ,  use the cent ra l
sp l i t  image rangef inder ;  turn  the focus ing r ing unt i l  the sp l i t
image becomes whole (R)  for  rap id  focus ing and for  sub jects
wi th  rnd is t inc t  out l ines,  use the micropr ism co l lar ;  turn  the
focus ing r ing unt i l  the sh immer ing image becomes sharp (B)
When tak ing c lose-ups or  macrophotography or  shoot ing wi th
te lephoto lenses of  maximum aper tures o f  approx f  145 or
smal ler ,  the sp l i t  image spot  and micropr ism co l lar  are  l ike ly  to
darken Therefore,  use the mat te  por t ion o f  the screen; turn the
focus ing r ing unt i l  the image looks sharp (C)

1 L

Outs ide 'exposure  range
w a r n r n g  m a r k s
A (Auto)

Shut te r  speed sca le
Shut te r  speed/mode ind ica t ion  need le
Meter  need le
M250

t l

Notes;
1) The shutter speed scale in the viewf inder rs color coded black numbers

indicate reciprocal shutter speeds ie 60 means 1/60 sec , whrle red
shows actual shuller speeds

2) The finder coverage of the FE2 is approx 93o/o The actual rmage srze
will be slightly larger than the image seen tn the viewlinder.

(.2)

, 3 1
1,4 . t

i5)
t o ,

7,  B  (Bu lb)
:8 ,  I -number  In  use
s t  F i n e  m a t t e / F r e s n e l  f  i e l d

J 0  3 m m  d i a  s p l i t - i m a g e  s p o t
l l  I  m m - w t o e  m r c r o p n s m  c o l l a r
12. 12mm dra area



(B) Microprism
focusing

Out of focus
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Look through the v iewf inder  and depress the shut ter
re lease but ton ha l fway The shut ter  speed,  in  accordance wi th
the sublect  br rghtness,  is  then indrcated ins ide the v iewf  inder  by
the b lack meter  needle  l f  the shut ter  speed needle  potnts
above 1/30 sec , depress the shutter release button al l  the way.
l f  the shut ter  speed is  1 /30 sec.  or  be low,  turn  the aper ture r ing
on the lens to make the speed at least above 1/30 sec l f  you
cannot obtain such a speed, refer to gage 24

Notes;
1) A blurred photo may result i f  you take the shot at a shutter speed

between 1/30 sec and I sec
2) tf the black meter needle rs on either of the red exposure warning

marks. the shutter speed ls out of the meterrng range ln lhls case,
you cannot obtatn the correct exposure See page 24 for more details

Wind the f i lm advance lever  as far  as l t  w i l l  go to
t ranspor t  the f i lm to  the next  f rame and ready the camera for
the next  shot  Do not  apply  excess ive pressure in  wind ing the
lever
Note: Don't press the f rlm rewind button 4ii , or certarn f rames may be

double exposed

r o



Af te r  the  las t  exposure  has  been  made ,  the  f i lm  advance  leve r
won ' t  move  Then  push  the  f i lm  advance  leve r  f l ush  aga ins t  the
camera body By so doing the shut ter  re lease but ton is  locked
and keeps the exposure meter swi tched of f  This act ion pre-
ven ts  i nadver ten t  shu t te r  re lease

Note: Even if the black meter needle remains inside the shutter speed
scale after the meter switch is off , it wil l automatically be switched off
in approx 76 sec , and the exposure measuring circuit will simultaneously
be cut off

To rewind the exposed f i lm back in to  the f  i lm car t r rdge,
turn the camera ups ide down and press the f i lm rewind but ton
You don't  have to depress the button al l  the way

1 7
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Fo ld  ou t  the  f i lm  rew ind  c rank

and  tu rn  i t  gen t l y  i n  the  d i rec t i on  o f  the

a r r o w  u n t i l y o u  f e e l a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e n s i o n

Give  i t  a  few  more  tu rns  un t i l  I he  tens ion

is  gone  and  the  c rank  tu rns  f ree ly ,  t nd t

ca t ing  the  f i lm  leader  i s  rewound  com-
p le te l y  back  in to  the  ca r t r tdge

#\

Open the  camera  back  by  pu l l i ng  up  the
rew ind  knob  and  take  ou t  the  f i lm  ca r
t r i dge  Avo id  un load ing  in  d i rec t  sun l i gh t
l f  t he re  i s  no  shade  ava i l ab le ,  t u rn  your

back to the sun and use your own shadow
to  sh ie ld  the  camera

Note: Do not open the camera back before film
rewinding is completed

ffi



The  N ikon  FE2  i s  an  A l - t ype  (Au tomat i c  Max imum Aper tu re  Index ing )  camera
whtch  pe r fo rms  fu l l  ape r tu re  mete r ing  w i th  A l - t ype  lenses  such  as  A l -N ikko r  and
N ikon  Senes  E  lenses  The  aper tu re  r i ngs  o f  these  lenses  a re  f i t t ed  w i th  me te r
coup l tng  r tdges  37  (see  i l l us t ra t i on  1 )  A lmos t  a l l  l enses  now manu fac tu red  by  N ikon
are  the  A l  t ype  However .  p lease  con f  i rm  whe the r  o r  no t  you r  l ens  i s  A l  be fo re  us ing
t t  w t th  the  FE2 .  A l  N ikko r  l enses  a re  i den t i f red  by  the  two  ho les  i n  the  mete r  coup l ing
shoe  ro  ( see  i l l us t ra t i on  2 )
A l though  a lmos t  a l l  N rkko r  l enses  tha t  have  the  N ikon  bayone t  moun t ,  as  we l l  as
N ikon  Ser tes  E  lenses .  can  be  moun ted  on  the  FE2 ,  the  camera  canno t  be  used
wt th  N tkko r  l enses  tha t  have  no t  ye t  been  mod i f i ed  to  o f fe r  the  A l  fac i l r t y  no r  w i th
a  few spec ia l -pu roose  lenses .  because  the  FE2 's  me te r  coup l ing  leve r  i s  f  r xed  and
the  FE2  does  no t  have  a  m i r ro r  l ock  up  mechan ism For  pa r t i cu la rs ,  re fe r  to  the
tab le  be low

F  s h e y e  N  k L o r  6 m m  f  / 5  6 Not  usable

F  s h e y e  N  k k o r  1 0 r n m  f / 5  6  O P

P C  N r k k o r  2 8 m m  f / 4

P C - N  k k o r  i l 5 m m  f / 2  B L l r l -  r  d m o  d  \  r e l c ,  C o u o r t n g  c v e '

C l h e r  N r k k o r  l e n s e s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t
been rnod l red to of fer  the Al  lac i l i ty

H ts  camera s meter  coupl ing lever S e r i a l  N o  1 B O 9 O 1  a n d  h l g h  u s a b l e

Ser ia No 906201 and htgher  usable
Ser ia l  No 851000 and lower usable

R e f  l e x - N r k k o r  1 0 0 0  m m  f  / 1 1 f  t l  . d - o r a  ,  - € 1 t r ' ,  O U D ] r n g  c V o ' S e r i a  N o  1 4 3 0 0 2  a n d  h i g h e r  u s a b l e

R e f  e x  N  k k o r  2 0 0 0 m m  f / l  l H l t s  c a m e r a ' s  m e t e r  c o u p l i n g  l e v e r S e r i a l  N o  2 0 0 3 1  1  a n d  h i g h e r  u s a b l e

Z o o m - N i k k o r  2 0 0  6 0 0 m m  f  / 9  5 H ts  camera s meter  coupl ing lever Ser la l  No 300491 and h gher  usable

Z o o m  N r k k o r  E D  1 8 0  6 0 0 m m  l / B Hi ts  camera s meter  coupl ing lever S e r  a l  N o  1  7 4 1  6 7  a n d  h i g h e r  u s a b i e

Z o o m  N  k k o r  E D  3 6 0  1 2 0 0 m m  f / 1 1 Ser a l  No 1 74088 and h igher  usable

F o c u s  n q  U n t l  A U Not usable

Requires Al  modi f  icat  on

Note: The modif icatron at reasonable cost of most non-Al /enses having a meter coupling
prong is avarlable for the convenience of Nikkor /ens users For further rnformation concernino
Al lens modif icat ion, please contact your local authorized Nrkon dealer

H i t s  c a m e r a  s  m e t e r  c o u p l i n g  e v e r

H r t s  c a m e r a  s  m e t e r  c o u p l  n g  l e v e r

H ts  carnera 's  meter  coupl  ng lever
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The  N ikon  FE2  o f fe rs  aper tu re -p r io r i t y  au tomat i c  mode  oper -
a t ron  and  manua l  con t ro l  o f  a l l  shu t te r  speeds  f rom B  to  1 /4000
sec  ,  i nc lud rng  the  M25O (mechan ica l l y  con t ro l l ed -1 /250  sec  )
and  B  (bu lb )  se t t i ngs  To  se t  the  des i red  shoo t ing  mode  o r
sh r r l l e r  sneed  ro ta te  the  sh r r t te r  sneed /mode  se lec to r  d ia lv v v v v .  u P v v

un t i l  t he  des i red  se t t i ng  c l i ck -s tops  oppos r te  the  shu t te r  speed /
mode  index  A t  the  A  se t t rng ,  a  l ock ing  mechan ism i s  p rov ided
to  p reven t  acoden ta l  sh i f t i ng  o f  the  se t t i ng  To  ro ta te  the  d ia l
f rom the  A  se t t rng ,  depress  the  lock  bu t ton  a r ,  p rov ided  No te
tha t  shu t te r  speeos  be tween  engraved  numbers  ( i  e  i n te r -
mec l i a le  sneeds )  cannn l  hc  r r sed  S in r :e  vou  Can  See  the  shu t te ru v v v v u  /  v , '  ' v v  

t  
\

speed  in  use  rns ide  the  v rewf rnder ,  r t ' s  no t  necessary  to  l ook  a t
the  shu t te r  speed  d ia l  as  you  tu rn  i t  The  d ia l  has  the  fo l l ow ing
se t t i nqs

? Q O O ? 3 4

A (Autol :
Used for aperture prror i ty automat ic mode shooi ing You
manual ly set  the f /stop f i rst :  then the camera automat ical ly
se lec ts  the  match ing  e lec t ron ica l l y  con t ro l l ed  shu t te r  speed
s tep less l y  be tween  B  and  1 /4000  sec ,  depend ing  on  the  scene
br igh tness  and  the  f  i lm  speed  in  use
t  I4OOO-8  sec .  (Manua l  l :
Used for  fu l l  manual  contro l  of  both f /s too and shut ter  soeed,
A l l  s i x teen  speeds  ind ica ted  on  the  d ia l  a re  ava i l ab le  w i th  t im ing
accuracy  assured  by  a  quar t z  osc i l l a to r  Ye l l ow  numbers  on  the
d ia l  i nd i ca te  ac tua l  shu t te r  speeds ,  wh i le  wh i te  ones  a re  rec i -
procals,  i  e ,  2 means 1/2 sec ,  and 4000 means 1/4000 sec lhe
250 is indicated wi th red which means the fastest  sync speed
fo r  an  e lec t ron ic  f l ash  un i t  A  one-s top  change  w i l l  e i t he r  ha lve
or  doub le  the  exposure ;  e .g ,  a  shu t te r  speed  o I  11125  sec  le t s
in  tw ice  as  much  l i gh t  as  a  se t t i ng  o f  1 /250  sec  and  ha l f  as
much  l i qh t  as  1 /60  sec .
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A(Auto)

M250

B (Bulb)

M250 (Mechanica l -  1 / ,250 sec. l :
At  th is  set t ing,  the shut ter  operates mechanica l ly  a t  1 /250 sec
th is  is  used when the bat tery  is  exhausted and other  shut ter
speed modes are not operable
B  ( B u t b l :
At  th is  mechanica l  set t ing,  the shut ter  cur ta ins i r9  remain open
as long as you depress the shutter release button. B is es-
pecra l ly  usefu l  for  making long t ime exposures wi th  a  cab le
release and a tr iood

The  N ikon  FE2  emp loys  a  th rough . the  tens  ( f f f )  cen te r -
we igh ted  fu l l  ape r tu re  exposure  mete r ing  sys tem wh ich  meas-
u res  the  l i gh t  pass ing  th rough  the  lens  a t  max imum aper tu re ,
thus  assur ing  a  b r igh t  f i nde r  image  du r ing  shoo t ing  Exposure
measurement  emphas is  i s  p laced  espec ia l l y  on  the  b r igh tness
in  the  12mm d ia .  cen t ra l  a rea ,  a l though  the  mete r  reads  the  l i gh t
over the ent i re focusing screen Correct  exposure is  assured
when  the  ma in  sub jec t  i s  p laced  in  th i s  cen t ra l  a rea

a 1
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The  exposure  ind ica t ions  appearng  on  the  shu t te r  speed /mode
sca le  a t  the  le f t  hand  s rde  o f  the  v rewf rnder  rnd ica te  the  neces -
sa ry  i n fo rmat ion  fo r  the  co r rec t  exposure  A lso  the  f  / s top  in  use
appears  th rough  the  ADR w indow zo  above  the  v iewf  i nde r  f  rame

Meter needle
As  soon  as  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  i s  depressed  ha l fway  to
swr tch  on  the  mete r  the  b iack  need le  au tomat i ca l l y  sw ings  up
to  show the  co r rec t  shu t te r  speed ,  acco rd rng  to  the  sub lec t
b r igh tness  and  the  f / s top  se t  on  the  lens  P lease  no te  tha t  the
need le  doesn  t  move  be fo re  the  f  rame coun te r  reaches  f  rame
"  1 "  o r  when  the  shu t te r  soeed i  mode  se lec to r  d ia l  i s  se t  a t  M250
o r B

( t_ :Outs ide  exposure  range warn inq  marks

.2 , 'A  (Auto)

13 .  Shut te r  speed sca le

i4 .  Shut te r  speed/mode indrca t ron  need le

!5 ,  Meter  need ie

1.0, M250

i 7  B  ( B u t b )

i8 . , f  -number  in  use

Shutter  speedtmode indicator  needle
Th is  g reen  need le  moves  accord ing ly  as  you  tu rn  the  shu t te r
speed /mode  se lec to r  d ra l  Fo r  examp le ,  tu rn  the  shu t te r  speed /
mode  se lec to r  d ia l  t o  A  and  the  ind ica t ron  moves  to  the  A  pos i -
t i on  to  i nd i ca te  au tomat i c  opera t ion

Outs ide -exposure -  range  warn ing  marks
Bo th  the  upper  and  lower  po r t i ons  o f  the  shu t te r  speed  sca le
a re  in  red  to  i nd i ca te  an  exposure  tha l  i s  ou ts ide  the  rne te r ' s
range  l f  t he  b lack  mete r  need le  r s  l oca ted  rn  e r the r  o f  t hese
red  a reas  a f te r  me te r ing ,  ad jus t  the  f / s top  on  the  lens  un t i l  t he
needle moves out  of  these areas
For more informat ion refer  to oaoe 24
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ffiryrys'.*-

With the FE2 set at A, you setect the f /stop and the electronicarry
cont ro l led meter ing c i rcu i t  matches i t  w i th  the cor rect  s tep less
shut ter  speed The A mode is  espec ia l ly  usefu l ,  because i t
a l lows you to  cont ro l  depth o f  f ie ld  whi le  us ing the camera on
automatic to assure perfect exposure. Deeper depth of f ield
(or a greatet zone of sharp focus in front of and behind the marn
subject) is achieved as you stop down the lens to smaller aper-
tures ( ind icated by numer ica l ly  larger  f -numbers) .  Shal lower
depth o f  f ie ld  (where the focus is  rest r ic ted to  the main sub iect )
results when larger apertures are used (Refer to page 38 for
more in format ion )

Shooting on auto
1) Set the shutter speed/mode selector dial at A.
Z) Set the desired f/stop on the tens
3) Look through the viewfinder and place the main sublect in the

center of the f rame.
4)  Pul l  out  the f i lm advance lever  and depress the shut ter  re-

lease button halfway
5)Conf i rm the pos i t ion o f  the meter  needle .  l f  the shut ter  soeeo

is  above 1/30 sec. ,  but  not  over  1 /4OOO sec,  deoress the
shutter release button al l  the way The correct exposure wil l
be obtained.
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When the  mete r  need le  i s  be tween  1 /30  and  B  sec  the  p tc -
tu re  w i l l  p rooab ly  come ou t  b lu r red  i f  you  a t tempt  to  take  the
sho t  wh i le  hand  ho ld ing  the  camera  In  th i s  case ,  tu rn  the
aper tu re  r rng  to  ob ta in  a  l a rge r  aper tu re  l f  a f te r  open tng  up
the lens al l  the way,  the shut ter  speed does not  go above
1 /30  sec  ,  use  a  t r i pod  to  s teady  the  camera  As  a l te rna t i ves ,
use  e lec t ron ic  f  l ash  o r  change  to  a  h igher  speed  f i lm
l f  t he  mete r  need le  i s  i n  the  upper  warn ing  a rea ,  use  a  sma l le r
aperture l f  ,  af ter  you have stopped the lens down al l  the way
and  the  need le  s t i l l  r ematns  rn  th i s  a rea ,  use  a  neu t ra l  dens i t y
f i l t e r  o r  change  to  a  s lower  speed  f  i lm
l f  t he  mete r  need le  i s  i n  the  lower  warn ing  a rea ,  use  a  l a rge r
aper tu re  l f  ,  a f te r  you  have  opened  the  lens  up  a l l  t he  way  and
the  need le  s t i l l  r ema ins  in  th i s  a rea ,  use  e lec t ron ic  f l ash  o r
sw i t ch  to  the  B  se t t i ng  to  make  a  t tme  exposure

Set the
desired
speed by
turning the
lens aperture
r ing (e.9. ,
set  to 1/125
sec.).

For shooting moving subjects, the FE2 also enables you to
select the shutter speed on Auto either to f  reeze the action and
produce sharp outl ines with a faster shutter speed, or to cause
an intentional blur by choosing a slower shutter speed To oper-
ate the FE2 in this way, depress the shutter release button
halfway; then match the meter needle with the speed you desire
by turn ing the lens aper ture r ing

Possible
picture blur
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illanual exposure photography
Manual operation al lows you to shoot at your choice of any
combination of f /stop and sixteen speeds on the camera's diat.
By varying these combinations, you can achieve not only cor-
rect exposure but also such special effects as under- or over-
exposure, blurred action, etc. Manual is also valuable in devel-
oping your photographic ski l ls, and is addit ional ly recommended
when an electronic f lash other than the Nikon dedicated f lasn
unit is used. B and M250 sett ings also offer manual exposure
photography.

How to select the flstop and shutter speed
Exposure is determined by the combination of shutter speed
and aperture. As the numbers on either the aperture r ing or
shutter speed dial indrease by one increment, the amount of
l ight str iking the f i lm is reduced by approximately one half.  For
example, the amount of l ight aI 11125 sec. is one half that at.1/60 sec., and the amount of l ight at f / '16 is one half that at f /11.
Brighter scenes require either faster speeds or smaller aper-
tures or a combination of both which wil l  give the same amount
of exposure; darker scenes require the reverse. For example,
1/1000 sec. at f /5.6 is the same as either 1/4000 sec. at i l2.8 or
1/125 sec.  a t  f /16.

Shutter speedraperture combinations that give
the same exposure
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Shoo t ing  on  manua l
1 )Turn  the  shu t te r  speed i  mode  se lec to r  d ia l  t o  any  o f  s i x teen

numbered  se t t rngs  o r  se t  the  f  / s top  you  des i re  Fas te r  shu t te r
speeds  w i l l  f reeze  mov ing  sub lec ts  wh i le  s lower  ones  cause
the  ac t ion  to  b lu r  (No te  tha t  you  canno t  use  the  shu t te r
speed /mode  se lec to r  d ra l  rn  be tween  the  ind ica ted  se t t rngs  )

2 )Wh i le  l ook rng  th rough  the  v iewf  i nde r ,  p lace  the  sub lec t  i n  the
cen te r  o f  t he  f rame:  then  pu l l  ou t  the  f i lm  advance  leve r ,
depress  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu i ton  ha l fway ,  and  check  bo th
the  b lacx  me le r  need le  and  g reen  shu t te r  speed /mode
ind ica to r  need le

3 )  l f  bo th  a re  apar t .  t o  ge t  the  co r rec t  exposure ,  ro ta te  the
aper tu re  r i ng  and /o r  the  shu t te r  speed  d ia l  so  tha t  they  a re
a l i gned

4)  Depress  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  a l l  t he  way  to  take  the
p ic tu  re

Notes.'
1) Because the aperture rrng can b,e sel rn between the engraved

f numbers, sl ight adyustment to obtain the correct exposure should be
made by turning the aperture ring of the lens

D At the mechanrcal sett ings of M250 and B, the meter does not f  unctton
and the meter needle wil l  not move

3) l f  Vou wish to create intentional under or averexposure, sel erlher
the aperture rtng or shutter speed/mode selector dral so that both
needles in the viewf inder are not alianed
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A slower speed al lows everything to blur.
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-&CONTROLS lN DETAll-continued
Ston-Down Ernosure ll[easurement
Stop-down exposure measurement must be made whenever
the aperture r ing of the lens doesn't  couple with the meter
coupling lever of the camera. After focusing and switching on
the meter, fol low these procedures.

For lenses with automatic diaphragms
On auto:
Depress the depth-of-f ield preview lever @ al l  the way and,
while holding i t  in, take the shot.
Or depress the depth-of-f ield preview lever to take a meter
reading. Then, while holding i t  in, push the self{ imer lever @
towards the camera body to lock in the exposure sett ing. With
the exposure locked in, release the depth-of -f ield preview lever
and take the shot. (Refer to page 37 Ior more detai ls about
the memory lock.)
On manual:
While holding in the depth-of-f ield preview lever, determine the
correct exposure by turning the shutter speed/mode selector
dial or the aperture r ing of the lens. Then release the depth-of-
f ield preview lever and take the shot.

For lenses without automatic diaphragms
When the automatic diaphragm doesn't  couple with the meter
coupling lever of the camera, such as when a PC-Nikkor or
bel lows attachment is used, focusinq should be done with the

lens wide open while exposure measurement and shooting must
be done with the lens stopped down.
On auto:
Take a shot with the lens stopped down.
With a PC-Nikkor, the correct exposure must be determined
before shif t ing. To do so, f  i rst use the memory lock, then the lens
can be shif ted to take the shot.
On manual :
Stop down the lens to determine the correct exposure, then
take the shot.

For lenses with fired apertures
Since the aperture is f ixed when using Reflex-Nikkor lenses, or
in photomicrography or telescopic photography, i t  is impossible
to change the exposure by varying the aperture.
On auto:
Take the shot by simply depressing the shutter release button.
On manual :
Turn the shutter speed dial to set the correct exposure. lf a
correct exposure can't  be obtained, use either an ND f i l ter i f  the
scene is too bright or supplementary i l lumination i f  too dark.
lVotes.'
1) Keep the depth-of-field preview lever firmly depressed when you re-

lease the shutter.
2) tf you attempt to make a stop-down exposure measurement when

an Al lens is mounted directlv on the FE2, incorrect exposure will result.
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EV Ranqe of the Gamera
The camera's meter may be used only within the shutter speed
range covered by the exposure value (fV) range of the meter,
which varies with the aperture and ASA/lSO sett ino.
The chart on page 31 shows the relationships betw6en the f/stop,
shutter speed and f i lm speed, indicating the usable functioning
shutter speed (for metering purposes) with any f i lm speed/
aperture combination.
Careful attention to the fol lowing instruct ions wil l  assure precise
exposure, automatibally, over the complete exposure control
and meter range capabil i t ies of your Nikon FE2.

What is EV?
Exposure vatue (EV) is a number representing the avai lable
combinations of shutter speed and aperture that give the same
exposure effect when the scene brightness and ASA/ISO
remain the same.
At ASA/ISO 100, a shutter speed of one second at f /1.4 is
defined as EV 1. l f  the aperture is stopped down by one ful l
f /stop or the shutter speed is one step faster, the EV increases
by one; i f  the aperture is opened up by one ful l  f /stop or the
shutter speed is one step slower, EV decreases by one. Using
ASA/ISO 100 as an example, 1 sec. at f  12 is EV 2, 1 sec. ar
f /5 .6  is  EV 5,  whi le  1 /125 sec.  a t  f /5 .6  is  EV 12.  As the exposure
is the same, 1/30 sec. at f /11 and 1/1000 sec. at f /2 are also
EV 12.
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-CONTROLS lN DETAll-continued
How to read the EV Chart
Section A of the chart shows the usable EV range depending
on the lens' maximum aperture in ful l-aperture metering, while
it  also indicates the usable EV range for aperture sett ings in
stop-down metering. Section D shows the value for the ASA/lSO
fi lm speeds, Section B the aperture sett ings for various f i lm
speeds, and Section C the shutter speeds. In practice, you wil l
f ind that i t  is general ly the high end and the low end of the meter-
ing range which require a careful check. The EV range of the
Nikon FE2 encompasses most l ighting situations, and i t  is only
under very dim or very bright picture-taking situations that you
need pay any special attention.
I Ful l  -aperture metering
Use the Nikkor 50mm f/1.4 lens and a f i lm speed of ASA/lSO
100 as an example. By referr ing to the f/ .1.4 column in Section
A and the EV value indicated for ASA/lSO 1OO in Section D, you
wil l  f  ind that the FE2's EV range in this case is 1 to " lB.

l f  the lens is set at f /5.6, refer to Section B and single out the
f/5.6 indication for ASA/lSO 1OO. Go diagonally down unti l  the
protruding l ine intersects with Section C's vert ical l ine for a
shulter speed of B sec. (tne FEz's slowest shutter speed). From
this point of intersection, fol low the horizontal l ine that leads to
Section D's EV value for ASA/ISO 100, and you wil l  obtain an
EV value of 2. Start again f rom the f/5.6 indication for ASA/lSO
100 in Section B, and go down diagonally unti l  the protruding
l ine intersects with Section C's vert ical l ine for a shutter speed
of 1/4000 sec. (the FE2's fastest shutter speed)this t ime. Then
fol low the horrzontal l ine that leads to Section D's EV value for
ASA/ISO 100, and you wil l  get a reading of EV 17. This means
that at an f/stop of f/5.6 at ASA/lSO 100 and at shutter speeds

3O

from 8 to 1/4000 sec., the effective metering range is EV 2 to
17, which is well  within the FE2's metering range of EV 1 to
EV  18 .
I Stop-down metering
For stop-down metering, Section A indicates the usable EV
range for various aperture sett ings. For example, i f  the lens is
stopped down to f/B at ASA/lSO 100, refer to the f/B column in
Section A and the EVvalues indicated for ASA/lSO 100 in Sec-
t ion D, and you wil l  f ind that the EV range for f /B is EV 6 to 23.
Now single out f /B at ASA/lSO 100 in Section B. Go diagonally
down unti l  the protruding l ine intersects with Section C's vert ical
l ine for the shutter speed of B sec. From this point of inter-
section, fol low the horizontal l ine that leads to Section D's
EV value for ASA/lSO 100, and you wil l  obtain an EV reading of
3. This means that an f/stop of f /8 at ASA/lSO '100 and a shutter
speed of B sec. give an EV value outside the metering range.
To f ind out the slowest shutter speed usable, fol low the f/B
indication for ASA/lSO 100 in Section B diagonally down unti l
i t  intersects the horizontal l ine in Section C that leads to Section
D's EV value of 3 for ASA/ISO 100, and you wil l  f ind that the
slowest shutter speed usable is 1 sec. In other words, at f /B at
ASA/lSO 100, the avai lable shutter speed range is from '1 to
1/4000 sec., which has an effect ive EV range from EV 6 to 18
(indicated by the broken l ine in Section C)-well  within the
metering range.
These EV charts indicate the oerformance of the FE2 under
normal temperatures and give the usable ranges for al l  shutter
speed/f i  lm speed combinations.
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